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It isn't the way of the Amish to write about themselves. But John A. Hostetler, author of the best- selling
Amish Society, has put together a delightful anthology in which they do just that. More than 150 rare and
unusual letters and journal entries, poems and stories, riddles, legends, and bits of family lore offer a
uniquely authentic view of Amish life from colonial times to the present. Illustrated with 25 pages of full-
color illustrations, this is the Amish story as told by the Amish themselves, by their friends and neighbors,
and by others who understand Amish ways.

Hans Nussbaum, a nineteenth-century Swiss immigrant, writes to friends of a rough Atlantic crossing and a
hard life in the Ohio Valley, suggesting that his "sleepy and lazy" cousins stay home in Europe. Virgil
Detweiler tells of an ancestor's arrival at the port of colonial Philadelphia with personal baggage that
included 5 copper stills, 30 stoves, 596 scythes, and 8 flutes. (He lost it all to King George's alert customs
men.) In 1863 Amish bishop Daniel Beachy faces down a company of Confederate cavalry who try to steal
his horse on a muddy Maryland highway. And an Amish teen- ager writes of life in a Pennsylvania prison
after refusing military service during World War II.

But Amish Roots is more than an anthology of Amish history. Here Amish men and women speak out. On
America. The decline of the family. Health and home remedies. Farming. They offer three centuries' wisdom
on issues ranging from raising a barn to raising children, from getting along with neighbors to breaking in a
team of mules. They tell what's wrong with public schools and share strategies for coping with government
officials, aggressive reporters, and tourists. Converts to the faith tell their story. Those who leave the faith
describe life among the "English."

Throughout, the Amish deal with the modern world in ways that often temper outright rejection with quiet
compromise. In 1850, newly arrived Amish immigrants are astonished at the sight of the Mississippi
sidewheeler that will take them from New Orleans to their new home in Illinois. More than a century later,
an Amish tourist in Europe offers a first-hand account of crossing the English Channel by Hovercraft.
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From reader reviews:

Delores Breedlove:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Amish Roots: A Treasury of
History, Wisdom, and Lore (Center Books in Anabaptist Studies) book as this book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt
in it everbody knows.

Leif Gibbs:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for you is Amish Roots: A Treasury of History, Wisdom, and Lore (Center Books in
Anabaptist Studies) this e-book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This
particular book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to
explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why
this book suitable all of you.

Hector Medlin:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of books
in the top checklist in your reading list is actually Amish Roots: A Treasury of History, Wisdom, and Lore
(Center Books in Anabaptist Studies). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer
in getting precious person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Catherine Almond:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by
book. Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Amish
Roots: A Treasury of History, Wisdom, and Lore (Center Books in Anabaptist Studies).
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