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Sometime after Andy Warhol’s heyday but before Soho became a tourist trap, a group of poets, punk
rockers, guerilla journalists, graffiti artists, writers, and activists transformed lower Manhattan into an artistic
scene so diverse it became known simply as “Downtown.“ Willfully unpolished and subversively intelligent,
figures such as Spalding Gray, Kathy Acker, Richard Hell, David Wojnarowicz, Lynne Tillman, Miguel
Piñero, and Eric Bogosian broke free from mainstream publishing to produce a flood of fiction, poetry,
experimental theater, art, and music that breathed the life of the street.

The first book to capture the spontaneity of the Downtown literary scene, Up Is Up, But So Is Down
collects more than 125 images and over 80 texts that encompass the most vital work produced between 1974
and 1992. Reflecting the unconventional genres that marked this period, the book includes flyers, zines,
newsprint weeklies, book covers, and photographs of people and the city, many of them here made available
to readers outside the scene for the first time. The book's striking and quirky design—complete with 2-color
interior—brings each of these unique documents and images to life.

Brandon Stosuy arranges this hugely varied material chronologically to illustrate the dynamic views at play.
He takes us from poetry readings in Alphabet City to happenings at Darinka, a Lower East Side apartment
and performance space, to the St. Mark's Bookshop, unofficial crossroads of the counterculture, where
home-printed copies of the latest zines were sold in Ziploc bags. Often attacking the bourgeois irony
epitomized by the New Yorker’s short fiction, Downtown writers played ebulliently with form and content,
sex and language, producing work that depicted the underbelly of real life.

With an afterword by Downtown icons Dennis Cooper and Eileen Myles, Up Is Up, But So Is Down gathers
almost twenty years of New York City’s smartest and most explosive—as well as hard to find—writing,
providing an indispensable archive of one of the most exciting artistic scenes in U.S. history.
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From reader reviews:

Earl Austin:

Here thing why this kind of Up Is Up, But So Is Down: New York's Downtown Literary Scene, 1974-1992
are different and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the
content of computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Up Is Up, But So Is Down: New York's
Downtown Literary Scene, 1974-1992 giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any
reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar with Up Is Up, But So Is Down: New York's Downtown
Literary Scene, 1974-1992. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing
that happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere
like in playground, café, or even in your way home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the
paper book maybe the form of Up Is Up, But So Is Down: New York's Downtown Literary Scene, 1974-
1992 in e-book can be your substitute.

Donald McLaughlin:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Up Is Up, But So Is
Down: New York's Downtown Literary Scene, 1974-1992 book because book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody
knows.

Dixie Love:

The experience that you get from Up Is Up, But So Is Down: New York's Downtown Literary Scene, 1974-
1992 is the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get considering
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Up Is Up, But So Is Down: New York's
Downtown Literary Scene, 1974-1992 giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys
their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author of this reserve
is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it
easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest
you for having this kind of Up Is Up, But So Is Down: New York's Downtown Literary Scene, 1974-1992
instantly.

Catherine Gober:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, think
reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can have the e-



book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Up Is Up, But So Is Down: New York's
Downtown Literary Scene, 1974-1992 which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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