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What Good Are Intellectuals was originally published in Paris as the 1998 edition of an annual series entitled
The Rules of the Game: Literature, Philosophy, Art, and Politics, under the direction of Bernard Henri-Lévy.

Thefirst half of the book offers essays by and about Paul Bowles, Marc Lambron, Michel Onfray, Gilles
Hertzog, Wietske Venema, Cécile Guilbert, Yann Moix and William Styron.

In an intimate dial ogue with some of the world's best minds, 44 of the world's most respected authors reflect
on life, death and meaning through of essays, interviews and responses to the question, "What good are
intellectual s?*

Essays include remarks by Wietske Venema on the eve of his suicide, and excerpts from Marc Lambron's
journal detailing cultural pre-occupations in Paris from Egyptomaniato astrology and gender issues. In the
second half of the book writers from around the world ponder the role of the intellectual in society, whether a
thinker and writer has specific responsibilities and what those might be, what effect such a person can hope
to achieve and at what cost.

Compelling, stimulating ideas are presented in individual segments; thisis a book that can be put down and
picked up again like a conversation with alifelong friend.

Paul Bowlesis asked about Camus's observation that American writers were the only writersin the world
who don t feel the need to be intellectuals as well.

"That sfunny,” he says.

"Do you agree with that definition?"

"Yes, yes, | do, because the Americans aren t capable of becoming intellectuals..." Nothing comfortable
here!

They talk about drug use, death, anti-European sentiment in Algeria, and other conflicts, leading to Bowles
proposition that a monthly newspaper would be more than sufficient to keep abreast of what's important.
"This monthly, that would spare us all the details, what would it be? A summary of magjor events? What
would be the ideal newspaper?'

"Y ou read the newspaper to find out who is winning the war. There s always awar going on, and you have to
keep track of it."

Finally, he observes: "If you are aware that life is absurd, you can tolerate it, because that which isabsurd is
tolerable.”
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From reader reviews:
Jose Miller:

Book isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. Aswe
know that book is very important for people. The book What Good Are Intellectuas?: 44 Writers Share
Their Thoughts (Regles Du Jeu) had been making you to know about other understanding and of course you
can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book What Good Are
Intellectuals?: 44 Writers Share Their Thoughts (Regles Du Jeu) is not only giving you more new
information but also being your friend when you sense bored. Y ou can spend your spend time to read your e-
book. Try to make relationship with all the book What Good Are Intellectuals?: 44 Writers Share Their
Thoughts (Regles Du Jeu). Y ou never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Eileen Moore:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which oneis
appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possihilities will not happen in you if you take What Good Are Intellectuals?: 44 Writers Share Their
Thoughts (Regles Du Jeu) as your daily resource information.

Cruz Fleury:

Reading areserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the data about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this What Good
Are Intellectuals?. 44 Writers Share Their Thoughts (Regles Du Jeu).

Cinthia Jacobsen:

The actual book What Good Are Intellectual s?: 44 Writers Share Their Thoughts (Regles Du Jeu) has alot
associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was
published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This particular
book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this book.
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