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Lester Young was one of the great jazz masters, and his impact on the course of the art form was profound.
He fundamentally changed the way the saxophone was played--his long, flowing lines brought new levels of
expressiveness and subtlety to the jazz language, setting the standard for all modern players.
In Being Prez, renowned British critic Dave Gelly follows Lester Young through his life in a rapidly
changing world, showing how the music of this exceptionally sensitive man was shaped by his experiences.
The reader meets a complicated, vulnerable, gentle individual who was brought up in his father's traveling
carnival band. His early career was spent in the nightclubs and dancehalls of Kansas City and the Southwest,
and he made his landmark recording debut at the peak of the Swing Era. But at the height of his powers, he
was drafted into the US Army, where racism and his own unworldliness landed him in military prison.
Following these events, Young grew increasingly withdrawn and suspicious, changes in his character
reflected in the darkening mood of his music. Gelly, himself a jazz saxophonist, examines many of Young's
classic recordings in illuminating detail. He reveals how as a saxophonist--and as major contributor to the
Count Basie band--Young created a strong personal voice, a cool modernism, and a new rhythmic flexibility
in the freely dancing rhythms of 4-beat swing.
With his sax jutting oddly to one side, his bizarre oblique use of language, and his unique musical rapport
with Billie Holiday (who famously nicknamed him "Prez"), Lester Young has become an icon and a cult
figure. This marvelous biography illuminates the life and work of this giant of jazz.
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From reader reviews:

Jolie Browne:

The book Being Prez: The Life and Music of Lester Young can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a
book Being Prez: The Life and Music of Lester Young? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book.
But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Being Prez: The Life and Music of Lester Young has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it
has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is
very wonderful.

Dolores Parker:

Being Prez: The Life and Music of Lester Young can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of
us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing Being Prez: The Life and
Music of Lester Young although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Joseph Mattos:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Being Prez: The Life and Music of Lester Young why
because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick
up this book.

Garry Brown:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The Being Prez: The Life and Music of Lester Young offer you a new experience
in reading through a book.
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