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Newly Discovered Evidence Against a Man Who Has Long Been Suspected as Being a British Agent
and America’s First Traitor 
“John Nagy has devoted his astonishing research skills to unearthing the truth about the least known and
most dangerous spy in American history.”—Thomas Fleming, author of Liberty! The American Revolution
Dr. Benjamin Church, Jr. (1734–1778) was a respected medical man and civic leader in colonial Boston who
was accused of being an agent for the British in the 1770s, providing compromising intelligence about the
plans of the provincial leadership in Massachusetts as well as important information from the meetings of the
First Continental Congress in Philadelphia. Despite his eminence as a surgeon—he conducted an autopsy on
one of the victims of the Boston Massacre—and his own correspondence and the numbers of references to
him from contemporaries, no known image of him exists and many aspects of his life remain obscure. What
we do know is that George Washington accused him of being a traitor to the colonial cause and had him
arrested and tried; after first being jailed in Connecticut and then Massachusetts, during which he continued
to profess his innocence, he was allowed to leave America on a British vessel in 1778, but it foundered in the
Atlantic with all hands lost. The question of whether Dr. Benjamin Church was working for the British has
never been conclusively demonstrated, and remains among the mysteries of the American Revolution.
In Dr. Benjamin Church, Spy: A Case of Espionage on the Eve of the American Revolution, noted authority
John A. Nagy has scoured original documents to establish the best case against Church, identifying
previously unacknowledged correspondence and reports as containing references to the doctor and his
activities, and noting an incriminating letter in the possession of the Library of Congress that is a coded
communication composed by Church to his British contact. Nagy shows that at the cusp of the revolution,
when the possibility—let alone the outcome—of an American colonial rebellion was far from assured,
Church sought to align himself with the side he thought would emerge victorious—the British crown—and
thus line his pockets with money that he desperately needed. A fascinating investigation into a centuries-old
intrigue, this well-researched volume is an important contribution to American Revolution scholarship.
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From reader reviews:

Kathryn Richardson:

This Dr. Benjamin Church, Spy: A Case of Espionage on the Eve of the American Revolution tend to be
reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Dr. Benjamin Church, Spy:
A Case of Espionage on the Eve of the American Revolution can be one of many great books you must have
is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that might be
will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever
your conditions in the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Dr. Benjamin Church, Spy: A Case of
Espionage on the Eve of the American Revolution giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it
and revel in reading.

Martin McDaniel:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Dr. Benjamin Church, Spy: A Case of Espionage
on the Eve of the American Revolution or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you
know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created
for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In different
case, beside science guide, any other book likes Dr. Benjamin Church, Spy: A Case of Espionage on the Eve
of the American Revolution to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Cornell Warren:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Dr. Benjamin Church, Spy: A Case of
Espionage on the Eve of the American Revolution.

Katie Broadnax:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book Dr. Benjamin Church, Spy: A Case of
Espionage on the Eve of the American Revolution to make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of
reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you
just read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you



to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the book Dr. Benjamin Church, Spy: A Case of
Espionage on the Eve of the American Revolution can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel
alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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