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This translation makes available nineteen orations by the fourth-century Cappadocian father Gregory of
Nazianzus. Most are appearing here in English for the first time. These homilies span all the phases of
Gregory's ecclesiastical career, beginning with his service as a parish priest assisting his father, the elder
Gregory, in his hometown of Nazianzus in the early 360s, to his stormy tenure as bishop of Constantinople
from 379 to 381, to his subsequent return to Nazianzus and role as interim caretaker of his home church
(382-83). Composed in a variety of rhetorical formats such as the lalia and encomium, the sermons treat
topics that range from the purely theological to the deeply personal.

Up until now, Gregory has been known primarily for his contributions as a theologian, indifferent to the
social and political concerns that consumed his friend Basil. This view will change. It has been due in large
measure to the interests and prejudices of the nineteenth-century editors who excluded the sermons translated
here from the Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Church. This new translation will help
the English-speaking reader appreciate just how deeply Gregory was engaged in the social and political
issues of his day.

Exemplifying the perfect synthesis of classical and Christian paideia, these homilies will be required reading
for anyone interested in late antiquity. The introduction and notes accompanying the translation will assist
both the specialist and the general reader as they seek to navigate the complex environment in which
Gregory lived and worked.

Martha Vinson is Associate Professor of Byzantine Studies at Indiana University.

PRAISE FOR THE BOOK:

"[W]ith the appearance of Vinson's volume, for the first time all of the orations have English translations. . . .
The works contained in her volume are of great interest." ? Nonna Verna Harrison, St. Vladimir's
Theological Quarterly

"[M]ost of these sermons appear here for the first time in an English translation. . . . [R]eading them dose not
only provide us with information about a crucial period in the history of the church or about the personal
struggle of one of the central figures in that period and not only do we get some glimpses of the concerns of
a good pastor in troubled times long past: reading them can inspire to self-reflection and commitment so
necessary at all times." ? H. Rikhof, Bijdragen
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Hill:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Select Orations (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series).

Ricardo Bishop:

This book untitled Select Orations (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series) to be one of several books this
best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will
easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher of
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in
your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

James Williams:

The reserve untitled Select Orations (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series) is the reserve that recommended
to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually. The
language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article
writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Select Orations (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series)
from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Douglas Brim:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look
for book, may be the guide untitled Select Orations (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series) can be excellent
book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.
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