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A groundbreaking new biography of one of the twentieth century's most important poets

On the fiftieth anniversary of the death of T. S. Eliot, the award-winning biographer Robert Crawford
presents us with the first volume of a comprehensive account of this poetic genius. Young Eliot traces the life
of the twentieth century's most important poet from his childhood in St. Louis to the publication of his
revolutionary poem The Waste Land. Crawford provides readers with a new understanding of some of the
most widely read poems in the English language through his depiction of Eliot's childhood--laced with
tragedy and shaped by an idealistic, bookish family in which knowledge of saints and martyrs was taken for
granted--as well as through his exploration of Eliot's marriage to Vivien Haigh-Wood, a woman who
believed that she loved Eliot "in a way that destroys us both."

Quoting extensively from Eliot's poetry and prose as well as drawing on new interviews, archives, and
previously undisclosed memoirs, Crawford shows how the poet's background in Missouri, Massachusetts,
and Paris made him a lightning rod for modernity. Most impressively, Young Eliot reveals the way Eliot
accessed his inner life--his anguishes and his fears--and blended them with his omnivorous reading to create
his masterpieces "The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock" and The Waste Land. At last, we experience T. S.
Eliot in all his tender complexity, as student and lover, penitent and provocateur, banker and philosopher--
but most of all, Young Eliot shows us an epoch-shaping poet struggling to make art among personal disasters.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Garcia:

Young Eliot: From St. Louis to The Waste Land can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of
us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge
in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving his/her
effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing Young Eliot: From St. Louis to The Waste
Land nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of
crucial contemplating.

Bertie Lewis:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This guide Young Eliot: From St. Louis to The Waste Land was filled regarding science.
Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has diverse feel
when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In
the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Patricia McGuire:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
identified as of book Young Eliot: From St. Louis to The Waste Land. You'll be able to your knowledge by
it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier to
read. It is most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other
place.

Joseph Haner:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. From the book Young Eliot: From St. Louis to The Waste Land we can take more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Just choose the best
book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book Young Eliot:
From St. Louis to The Waste Land. You can more attractive than now.
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