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"Not for the faint of heart, Long's story is a gritty, grueling, and heartbreaking testament to one girl's
unbreakable spirit."—Publishers Weekly, starred review

When Martha Long's feckless mother hooks up with the Jackser ("that bandy aul bastard"), and starts
having more babies, the abuse and poverty in the house grow more acute. Martha is regularly sent out to beg
and more often steal, and her wiles (as a child of 7, 8) are often the only thing keeping food on the table.
Jackser is a master of paranoid anger and outburst, keeping the children in an unheated tenement, unable to
go to school, at the ready for his unpredictable rages. Then Martha is sent by Jackser to a man he knows
in exchange for the price of a few cigarettes. She is nine. She is filthy, lice-ridden, outcast. Martha and
Ma escape to England, but for an itinerant Irishwoman finding work in late 1950s England is a near
impossibility. Martha treasures the time alone with her mother, but amazingly Ma pines for Jackser and they
eventually return to Dublin and the other children. And yet there are prized cartoon magazines, the
occasional hidden penny to buy the children sweets, the glimpse of loving family life in other houses, and
Martha's hope that she will soon be old enough to make her own way.

Virtually uneducated, Martha Long is natural-born storyteller. Written in the vernacular of the day, the
reader is tempted to speak like Martha for the rest of a day (and don't let me hear yer woman roarin' bout it
neither). One can't help but cheer on this mischievous, quick-witted, and persistent little girl who has
captured hearts across Europe.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Young:

This book untitled Ma, He Sold Me for a Few Cigarettes: A Memoir of Dublin in the 1950s to be one of
several books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book
in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Laura Hill:

This Ma, He Sold Me for a Few Cigarettes: A Memoir of Dublin in the 1950s is great reserve for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to
make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or
we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details
in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having Ma, He Sold Me for a Few Cigarettes: A Memoir of Dublin in the
1950s in your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no
publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Jennifer Stephens:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Ma, He Sold Me for a Few
Cigarettes: A Memoir of Dublin in the 1950s which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's notice.

Margaret Watt:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Ma, He Sold Me for a Few Cigarettes: A Memoir of
Dublin in the 1950s was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Ma, He Sold Me
for a Few Cigarettes: A Memoir of Dublin in the 1950s has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try
to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading which.
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