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Within anthropology, as el sewhere in the human sciences, there is a tendency to divide knowledge making
into two separate poles: conceptua (theory) vs. empirical (ethnography). In Theory Can Be More than It
Used to Be, Dominic Boyer, James D. Faubion, and George E. Marcus argue that we need to take a step back
from the assumption that we know what theory is to investigate how theory?a matter of concepts, of analytic
practice, of medium of value, of professional ideology?operates in anthropology and related fields today.
They have assembled a distinguished group of scholars to diagnose the state of the theory-ethnography
divide in anthropology today and to explore alternative modes of analytical and pedagogical practice.

Continuing the methodological insights provided in Fieldwork Is Not What It Used to Be, the contributors to
this volume find that now is an optimal time to reflect on the status of theory in relation to ethnographic
research in anthropology and kindred disciplines. Together they engage with questions such as, What passes
for theory in anthropology and the human sciences today and why? What is theory's relation to ethnography?
How are students trained to identify and respect anthropological theorization and how do they practice
theoretical work in their later career stages? What theoretical experiments, languages, and institutions are
available to the human sciences? Throughout, the editors and authors consider theory in practical terms,
rather than as an amorphous set of ideas, an esoteric discourse of power, anorm of intellectual life, or an
infinitely contestable canon of texts. A short editorial afterword explores alternative ethics and institutions of
pedagogy and training in theory.

Contributors: Andrea Ballestero, Rice University; Dominic Boyer, Rice University; Lisa Breglia, George
Mason University; Jessica Marie Falcone, Kansas State University; James D. Faubion, Rice University; Kim
Fortun, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute; Andreas Glaeser, University of Chicago; Cymene Howe, Rice
University; Jamer Hunt, Parsons The New School for Design and the Ingtitute of Design in Umea, Sweden;
George E. Marcus, University of California, Irvine; Townsend Middleton, University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill; Deepa S. Reddy, University of Houston—Clear Lake; Kaushik Sunder Rajan, University of
Chicago
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From reader reviews:
Matt Cresswell:

Book isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important usually. The book Theory Can Be More than It Used to Be: Learning
Anthropology's Method in a Time of Transition was making you to know about other information and of
course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve Theory Can Be More
than It Used to Be: Learning Anthropology's Method in a Time of Transition is not only giving you far more
new information but aso to become your friend when you experience bored. Y ou can spend your current
spend timeto read your publication. Try to make relationship together with the book Theory Can Be More
than It Used to Be: Learning Anthropology's Method in a Time of Transition. Y ou never sense lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Jamie Brewer:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Theory Can Be More than It Used to Be: Learning Anthropology's Method in a Time of Transition
your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but
surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one web
form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get before. The Theory Can Be More than It
Used to Be: Learning Anthropology's Method in a Time of Transition giving you a different experience more
than blown away your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us
present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are
finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time
activity?

Michael Johnson:

This Theory Can Be More than It Used to Be: Learning Anthropology's Method in a Time of Transitionis
great book for you because the content which can be full of information for you who al always deal with
world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great
arrange word or we can declare no rambling sentencesinside. So if you areread it hurriedly you can have
whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information
with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Theory Can Be More than It Used to Be: Learning
Anthropology's Method in a Time of Transition in your hand like having the world in your arm, factsinitis
not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this
publication already do that. So , thisreally is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you
still doubt which?



Tyron Lenahan:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of
news. In this particular modern eralike today, many waysto get information are available for you. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
Y ou can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the Theory Can Be More than It Used to Be: Learning Anthropology's Method in a Time of
Transition when you needed it?
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