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In aseries of powerful strokes, the music of Beethoven’slast years redefined hislegacy and enlarged the
realm of experience accessible to the creative imagination. Maynard Solomon’s Late Beethoven investigates
the phenomenon of the final phase, focusing especially on the striking metamorphosis in Beethoven's system
of beliefs that began early in hisfifth decade and eventually amounted to a sweeping realignment of his
views of nature, antiquity, divinity, and human purpose.

Using the composer’ s letters, diaries, and conversation books, Solomon traces Beethoven's attraction to a
constellation of heterogeneous ideas, drawn from Romanticism, Freemasonry, comparative religion, Eastern
initiatory ritual, Mediterranean mythology, aesthetics, and classical and contemporary thought. Through
these often arcane sources, Beethoven gained access to a vast reservoir of imagery and ideas with the
potential to expand music’'s expressive and communicative reach. This "multitude of productive images,"
writes Solomon, "provided kindling for the blaze of hisimagination."

Late Beethoven is arich tapestry of original perspectives on Beethoven's music. Solomon sees the Seventh
Symphony as a deployment of the rhythms of antiquity in an effort to revalidate the premises of the Classical
world; the Ninth as an essay on the prospects and limits of affirmative, monumental endings; and the
"Diabelli" Variations as a doorway to the universe of metaphoric significances that attach to beginnings. In
the Violin Sonatain G, op. 96, Solomon finds a restoration of the full range of pastoral experience that the
ancient poets had known. In the Grosse Fuge he locates issues of fragmentation and reassembly, and he
suggests that pivotal passages of the last sonatas evoke sacred states of being.

These stimulating perspectives illuminate the inner world within which Beethoven dwelled during his last
fifteen years and the ways in which his thought and music may be interrelated. Written in accessible and
eloguent prose, and with numerous music examples, Late Beethoven is a serious contribution to
understanding this miraculous quantum leap in Beethoven's creative evolution.
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From reader reviews:
Bryan Rodriguez:

The book Late Beethoven: Music, Thought, Imagination can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why then must we |leave the great thing like a book L ate Beethoven: Music, Thought,
Imagination? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many
info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you
take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share al of these. Book Late Beethoven: Music,
Thought, Imagination has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can
seem the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Doyle Swoope:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require something to
explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have
spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did
you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just their can do
which. It said that about reserve. Book isfamiliar on every person. Yes, it isright. Because start from on
guarderia until university need this kind of Late Beethoven: Music, Thought, Imagination to read.

Sarah McClain:

This Late Beethoven: Music, Thought, Imagination book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the
world isin your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actualy read alot of information you
will get. This specific Late Beethoven: Music, Thought, I magination without we comprehend teach the one
who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry Late Beethoven: Music,
Thought, Imagination can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves cometo be
full because you can haveit inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This Late Beethoven: Music, Thought,
Imagination having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Terry Myers.

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into alife style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Late Beethoven: Music, Thought,
Imagination is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.
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