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Griffins, Centaurs, Cyclopes, and Giants--these fabulous creatures of classical mythology continueto livein
the modern imagination through the vivid accounts that have come down to us from the ancient Greeks and
Romans. But what if these beings were more than merely fictions? What if monstrous creatures once roamed
the earth in the very places where their legends first arose? Thisis the arresting and original thesis that
Adrienne Mayor exploresin The First Fossil Hunters. Through careful research and meticulous
documentation, she convincingly shows that many of the giants and monsters of myth did have abasisin
fact--in the enormous bones of long-extinct species that were once abundant in the lands of the Greeks and
Romans.

As Mayor shows, the Greeks and Romans were well aware that a different breed of creatures once inhabited
their lands. They frequently encountered the fossilized bones of these primeval beings, and they devel oped
sophisticated concepts to explain the fossil evidence, concepts that were expressed in mythological stories.
The legend of the gold-guarding griffin, for example, sprang from talesfirst told by Scythian gold-miners,
who, passing through the Gobi Desert at the foot of the Altai Mountains, encountered the skeletons of
Protoceratops and other dinosaurs that littered the ground.

Like their modern counterparts, the ancient fossil hunters collected and measured impressive petrified
remains and displayed them in temples and museums; they attempted to reconstruct the appearance of these
prehistoric creatures and to explain their extinction. Long thought to be fantasy, the remarkably detailed and
perceptive Greek and Roman accounts of giant bone finds were actually based on solid paleontol ogical facts.
By reading these neglected narratives for the first time in the light of modern scientific discoveries, Adrienne
Mayor illuminates alost world of ancient paleontology. As Peter Dodson writes in his Foreword,
"Paleontologists, classicists, and historians as well as natural history buffs will read this book with the
greatest of delight--surprises abound."
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From reader reviews:
Walter Johnson:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the ideafor awhileis
reading. Y ep, by reading areserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you thiskind of The First Fossil Hunters:
Paleontology in Greek and Roman Times. book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book
is more than just a book.

Nichole Gibson:

The book with title The First Fossil Hunters: Paleontology in Greek and Roman Times. includes alot of
information that you can discover it. You can get alot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist
new know-how the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era
of the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere
you want.

Katherine Wilcoxon:

People livein this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get great deal
of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only arobot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
do you have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read is actually The First Fossil Hunters: Paleontology in Greek and Roman Times..

Ed Abraham:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get ahalf regions of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book The First Fossil Hunters: Paleontology in
Greek and Roman Times. to make your personal reading is interesting. Y our persona skill of reading talent
is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just
read it and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to
available abook and read it. Beside that the reserve The First Fossil Hunters: Paleontology in Greek and
Roman Times. can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're
doing of these time.
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