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Here, Eric Scerri looks at the trends in properties of elements that led to the construction of the periodic
table, and how the deeper meaning of its structure gradually became apparent with the development of
atomic theory and quantum mechanics, so that, as Scerri puts it, one science, physics, arguably came to
colonize another, chemistry, although such a view is resisted by chemists. Scerri shows that quantum
mechanics is absolutely central to chemistry, as it
underlies the behaviour of all of the elements and their compounds, and therefore underpins the structure of
the periodic table.

Concluding with an overview of the huge variety of periodic tables that have been proposed in the print
media and on the Internet, he explores the debated question of whether there is an optimal periodic table and
what form it might take.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Edmond Pounds:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Periodic
Table: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is our recommendation to make you keep up
with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Mary Blackwell:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Periodic Table: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Salvador Swain:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Periodic Table: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity.
So what these textbooks have than the others?

Starr Place:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book The Periodic Table: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal
skill of reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy
to read it and mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you
to like to available a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book The Periodic Table: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse using
what must you're doing of their time.
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