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Focusing on the representations of spiritual crisis in twentieth-century African American fiction and
autobiography, Qiana J. Whitted asks how some of the most distinguished writers of this tradition wrestle
with the inexplicable nature of God and the experience of unmerited natural and moral sufferings such as
racial oppression. Although this spiritual and existential dilemma of "the problem of evil" is not unique to
African Americans, writers such as Countée Cullen, Richard Wright, James Baldwin, Ernest Gaines, Alice
Walker, and Toni Morrison offer paradigmatic examples of it in black life and culture after World War I.
Whitted argues that these spiritual struggles so often articulated through the cry for divine justice are central
to an understanding of modern black literary engagements with religion. Chapters explore the discourse of
religious doubt and questioning through the crucified black Christ and the mourner’s bench tropes, womanist
spiritual infidelity, and the humanist improvisations of blues narratives.

For too long, the author contends, literary critics have explained this suffering through platitudes of
endurance and communal redemption, valorizing problematic notions of unquestioned faith and self-
sacrifice. By questioning what is at stake for African Americans who call for divine justice, Whitted
challenges the assumptions about African American religiosity by revealing an alternative tradition of
narrative dissent and philosophical engagement. In doing so, she broadens the horizons of critical inquiry in
black literary and cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Belcher:

This A God of Justice?": The Problem of Evil in Twentieth-Century Black Literature book is simply not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book
is usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you
read a lot of information you will get. That A God of Justice?": The Problem of Evil in Twentieth-Century
Black Literature without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry A God of Justice?": The Problem of Evil in Twentieth-Century Black
Literature can bring whenever you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full
because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This A God of Justice?": The Problem of
Evil in Twentieth-Century Black Literature having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will
not feel uninterested in reading.

Darrell Guess:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or perhaps
their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are many
kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their ability in writing, they
also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this A God of Justice?": The
Problem of Evil in Twentieth-Century Black Literature.

Edward Crosley:

This A God of Justice?": The Problem of Evil in Twentieth-Century Black Literature is fresh way for you
who has intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting
deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in
reading this A God of Justice?": The Problem of Evil in Twentieth-Century Black Literature can be the light
food for you personally because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone.
These books produce itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book
web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer.
So there is no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should
be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with
knowledge.

Karen Rodriguez:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get a



half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book A God of Justice?": The Problem of Evil in
Twentieth-Century Black Literature to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal
skill of reading proficiency is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you
enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to
like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the guide A God of Justice?": The Problem of Evil in Twentieth-
Century Black Literature can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what
must you're doing of these time.
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