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The Japanese mafia - known collectively as yakuza - has had an extensive influence on Japanese society over
the past fifty years. Based on extensive interviews with criminals, police officers, lawyers, journalists, and
academics, this is the first academic analysis in English of Japan's criminal syndicates.

Peter Hill argues that the essential characteristic of Japan's criminal syndicates is their provision of
protection to consumers in Japan's under- and upper-worlds. In this respect they are analogous to the Sicilian
Mafia, and the mafias of Russia, Hong Kong and the United States. Although the yakuza's protective mafia
role has existed at least since the end of the Second World War, and arguably longer, their sources of income
have not remained constant. The yakuza have undergone considerable change in their business activities over
the last half-century. The two key factors driving this evolution have been the changes in the legal, and law-
enforcement environment within which these groups must operate, and the economic opportunities available
to them. This first factor demonstrates that the complex and ambiguous relationship between the yakuza and
the state has always been more than purely symbiotic. With the introduction of the boryokudan (yakuza)
countermeasures law in 1992, the relationship between the yakuza and the state has become more
unambiguously antagonistic. Assessing the impact of this law is, however, problematic; the
contemporaneous bursting of Japan's economic bubble at the beginning of the 1990s also profoundly and
adversely influenced yakuza sources of income. It is impossible to completely disentangle the effects of these
two events.

By the end of the twentieth century, the outlook for the yakuza was bleak and offered no short-term prospect
of amelioration. More profoundly, state-expropriation of protection markets formerly dominated by the
yakuza suggests that the longer-term prospects for these groups are bleaker still: no longer, therefore, need
the yakuza be seen as an inevitable and necessary evil.
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From reader reviews:

Tyrell Gutierrez:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The Japanese Mafia: Yakuza, Law, and the State. Try to the actual book
The Japanese Mafia: Yakuza, Law, and the State as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend
when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Lindsey Putman:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book The Japanese Mafia: Yakuza, Law, and the State.
You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a
new book The Japanese Mafia: Yakuza, Law, and the State. You can add understanding and of course you
can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything!
From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful
thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is
called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Doyle Swoope:

The book The Japanese Mafia: Yakuza, Law, and the State gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Japanese
Mafia: Yakuza, Law, and the State for being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if
you like open up and read a publication The Japanese Mafia: Yakuza, Law, and the State. Kinds of book are
a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Carmelita Ratliff:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get wide range of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read will be The Japanese Mafia: Yakuza, Law, and the State.
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