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When the Sisters of Mercy lost their foundress Sister Catherine McAuley in 1841, stories of Mother
Catherine passed from one generation of sistersto the next. McAuley's Rule and Constitutions along with her
spiritual writings and correspondence communicated the Mercys founding charism. Each generation of
Sisters of Mercy who succeeded her took these words and her spirit with them as they established new
communities or foundations across the United States and around the world. In Women of Faith, Mary Beth
Fraser Connolly traces the paths of the women who dedicated their lives to the Sisters of Mercy Chicago
Regional Community, the first Congregation of Catholic Sistersin Chicago.

More than the story of the institutions that defined the territory and ministries of the women of this
Midwestern region, Women of Faith presents a history of the women who made this regional community,
whether as foundresses of individual communitiesin Wisconsin, lowa, and Illinois in the nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries or as the teachers, nurses, and pastoral ministers who cared for and educated
generations of Midwestern American Catholics. Though they had no immediate connection with McAuley,
these women inherited her spirit and vision for religious life.

Focusing on how the Chicago Mercys formed a community, lived their spiritual lives, and served within the
ingtitutional Catholic Church, this three-part perspective addresses community, spirituality, and ministry,
providing a means by which we can trace the evolution of these women of faith as the world around them
changed. The first part of this study focuses on the origins of the Sisters of Mercy in the Midwest from the
founding of the Chicago South Side community in 1846 through the amalgamation and creation of the
Chicago Province in 1929. The second part examines how the Mercys came together as one province through
the changes of Vatican Il from 1929 to the 1980s. Part 111 examines life after the dramatic changes of

Vatican Il in the 1990s and 2000s.

Presenting rich examples of how faith cannot be separated from identity, WWomen of Faith provides an

important new contribution to the scholarship that is shaping our collective understanding of women
religious.
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From reader reviews:
NumbersHarless:

Book is usualy written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Women of Faith: The Chicago Sisters of
Mercy and the Evolution of a Religious Community will make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel
more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading a new book
make you bored. It isfar from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best
book or appropriate book with you?

James Reed:

Book isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. Asyou
may know that book is very important for all of us. The book Women of Faith: The Chicago Sisters of Mercy
and the Evolution of a Religious Community ended up being making you to know about other knowledge
and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The e-book Women of Faith:
The Chicago Sisters of Mercy and the Evolution of a Religious Community is not only giving you much
more new information but also to get your friend when you sense bored. Y ou can spend your own spend time
to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book Women of Faith: The Chicago Sisters of Mercy
and the Evolution of a Religious Community. Y ou never feel lose out for everything when you read some
books.

Rita Merritt:

This Women of Faith: The Chicago Sisters of Mercy and the Evolution of a Religious Community are
generally reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Women
of Faith: The Chicago Sisters of Mercy and the Evolution of a Religious Community can be among the great
books you must have is usualy giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with
information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
amost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Women
of Faith: The Chicago Sisters of Mercy and the Evolution of a Religious Community forcing you to have an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day activity. So, let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

M abel M addux:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get alot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in thisworld can easily share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire al their reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the



ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this Women of
Faith: The Chicago Sisters of Mercy and the Evolution of a Religious Community.
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