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Death Underground: The Centralia and West Frankfort Mine Disasters examines two of the most
devastating coal mine disastersin United States history since 1928. In two southern lllinois towns only forty
miles apart, explosions killed 111 men at the Centralia No. 5 mine in 1947 and 119 men at the New Orient
No. 2 minein West Frankfort in 1951. Robert E. Hartley and David Kenney explain the causes of the
accidents, identify who was to blame, and detail the emotional impact the disasters had on the survivaors,
their families, and their communities.

Politics at the highest level of Illinois government played a critical rolein the conditions that led to
the accidents. Hartley and Kenney address how safety was compromised when inspection reports were
widely ignored by state mining officials and mine company supervisors. Highlighted is the role of Driscoll
Scanlan, a state inspector at Centralia, who warned of an impending disaster but whose political enemies
shifted the blame to him, ruining his career. Hartley and Kenney also detail the New Orient No. 2 mine
explosion, the attempts at rescue, and the resulting political spin circulated by labor, management, and the
state bureaucracy. They outline the investigation, the subsequent hearings, and the effortsin Congressto
legidlate greater mine safety.

Hartley and Kenney include interviews with the survivors, a summary of the investigative records,
and an analysis of the causes of both mine accidents. They place responsibility for the disasters on individual
mine owners, labor unions, and state officias, providing new interpretations not previously presented in the
literature. Augmented by twenty-nine illustrations, the volume a so covers the history, culture, and ethnic
pluralism of coal mining in Illinois and the United States.
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From reader reviews:
Leticia Smmons;

As people who livein typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individual s keep up with the erawhich is aways change and make progress. Some
of you maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Death Underground: The
Centraliaand West Frankfort Mine Disastersis our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as
this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

James Baron:

Now aday individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How alot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especialy this Death Underground: The Centralia and
West Frankfort Mine Disasters book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Ariane Gray:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing video
games al day long. If you would like try to find a new activity thisislook different you can read the book. It
isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day long to reading
abook. The book Death Underground: The Centralia and West Frankfort Mine Disastersit is rather good to
read. There are alot of individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If
you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book. Y ou can mQOore effortlessly to
read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.

Henry Taylor:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Death Underground: The
Centralia and West Frankfort Mine Disasters that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky man but for al of you who wants to be success person. So , for al of you who
want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick Death Underground: The Centralia and West
Frankfort Mine Disasters become your starter.
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