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Ever since C.S. Forester's fictional hero Horatio Hornblower began to delight readers, there has been
speculation that his adventures were based on the career of areal naval officer. Several names were
suggested, but the general conclusion was that Hornblower was a composite character. In this thoroughly
researched book the author argues convincingly that Forester's model was Adm. James Gordon, a flesh-and-
blood hero of Nelson's navy. Gordon entered the Royal Navy as a semi-literate eleven-year-old and rose to
become Admiral of the Fleet. He took part in major sea battles, frigate actions, single-ship duels, and
operations far behind enemy lines. It was the fire of Gordon's ships against Fort McHenry that inspired the
American national anthem. When he died, after more than seventy-five years of service in the navy, The
Times called him "the last of Nelson's captains.”

To support his claim, Bryan Perrett points to The Commodore and Hornblower's venture into the Baltic to
harass the seaward flank of Napoleon's army during its retreat from Moscow as aremarkable parallel to
Gordon's invasion up the Chesapeake in 1814 and his return down the Potomac with twenty-one prizes. He
explains that Forester lived in the United States at the time he wrote The Commodore and fearful of
offending his American readers, studiously obscured the identity of the real Hornblower.

In telling the largely unknown story of Admiral Gordon's active service career, the book will be appreciated
not only by the thousands of readers who have enjoyed the adventures of Hornblower, but also by those
interested in the naval warfare of the Napoleonic period. Readers who enjoy biography will find that they
have the added bonus of an absorbing literary and historical detective story.
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From reader reviews:
Lisa Christopher:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require something to
explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't have spare
time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have spare time? What did
you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply because just their
can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book isfamiliar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this specific The Real Hornblower: The Life and Times of Admiral
Sir James Gordon, GCB to read.

Eddie Barber:

The book The Real Hornblower: The Life and Times of Admiral Sir James Gordon, GCB has alot of
information on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was authored
by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This specific
book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this book.

Stephen Phelps:

The Real Hornblower: The Life and Times of Admiral Sir James Gordon, GCB can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The writer giving hisher effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
The Real Hornblower: The Life and Times of Admiral Sir James Gordon, GCB yet doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can
be one among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Kenneth Rogers:

This The Real Hornblower: The Life and Times of Admiral Sir James Gordon, GCB is great e-book for you
because the content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can
claim no rambling sentencesin it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having The Real Hornblower: The Life and Times of Admiral Sir James Gordon, GCB in your
hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that
offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this reserve aready do that. So , this can be good reading
book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?
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