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The idea of a 'Whig interpretation' of English history incorporates the two fundamental notions of progress
and continuity. The former made it possible to read English history as a 'success story', the latter endorsed a
pragmatic, gradualist political style as the foundation of English freedom. Dr Burrow's book explore these
ideas, and the tensions between them in studies of four major Victorian historians: Macaulay, Stubbs,
Freeman and (as something of an anti type) Froude. It analyses their works in terms of their rhetorical
suggestiveness as well as their explicit arguments, and attempts to place them in their cultural and
historiographical context. In doing so, the book also seeks to establish the significance for the Victorians of
three great crises of English history - the Norman conquest, the reformation and the revolution of the
seventeenth century - and the nature and limits of the self-confidence they were able to derive from the
national past. The book will interest students and teachers working on nineteenth-century English history,
literature or social and political thought, the history of ideas, and legal and constitutional history. It will also
be of value to the general reader interested in Victorian literature and cultural history.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Henderson:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book A Liberal Descent: Victorian
historians and the English past (Cambridge Paperback Library). All type of book would you see on many
options. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Federico Hayward:

This A Liberal Descent: Victorian historians and the English past (Cambridge Paperback Library) is great
reserve for you because the content and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world
and also have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great
manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can
have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but hard core information
with lovely delivering sentences. Having A Liberal Descent: Victorian historians and the English past
(Cambridge Paperback Library) in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this book
already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that
will?

Steven Barraza:

You could spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This A Liberal Descent: Victorian historians
and the English past (Cambridge Paperback Library) is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the
beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the
e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Debra Weeks:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of
news. In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the A Liberal Descent: Victorian historians and the English past (Cambridge Paperback Library)
when you essential it?
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