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The fires on Bataan burned on the evening of April 9, 1942—illuminating the white flags of surrender
against the nighttime sky. Woefully outnumbered, outgunned, and ill-equipped, battered remnants of the
American-Philippine army surrendered to the forces of the Rising Sun. Yet amongst the chaos and
devastation of the American defeat, US Army Captain Donald D. Blackburn refused to lay down his arms.
 
With future Army Special Forces legend Russell Volckmann, Blackburn escaped from Bataan and fled to the
mountainous jungles of North Luzon, where they raised a private army of more than 22,000 men against the
Japanese. Once there, Blackburn organized a guerrilla regiment from among the native tribes in the Cagayan
Valley. “Blackburn’s Headhunters,” as they came to be known, devastated the Japanese 14th Army within
the western provinces of North Luzon and destroyed the Japanese naval base at Aparri—the largest enemy
anchorage in the Philippines.
 
After the war, Blackburn remained on active duty and played a key role in initiating Army Special Forces
operations in Southeast Asia. In 1958, as commander of the 77th Special Forces Group, he spearheaded
Operation White Star in Laos—the first major deployment of Army Special Forces to a country with an
active insurgency. Seven years later, Blackburn took command of the highly classified Studies and
Observations Group (SOG), charged with performing secret missions now that main-force Communist
incursions were on the rise.
 
In the wake of the CIA’s disastrous Leaping Lena program, in 1964 Blackburn revitalized the Special
Operations campaign in South Vietnam. Sending cross-border reconnaissance teams into Cambodia and
North Vietnam, he discovered the clandestine networks and supply nodes of the infamous Ho Chi Minh
Trail. Taking this information directly to General Westmoreland, Blackburn received authorization to
conduct full-scale operations against the NVA and Viet Cong operating in Laos and Cambodia. In combats
large and small, the Communists realized they had met a master of insurgent tactics—and he was on the US
side.
 
Following his return to the United States, Blackburn was appointed “Special Assistant for Counterinsurgency
and Special Activities,” where he was the architect of the infamous Son Tay Prison Raid. Officially termed
Operation Ivory Coast, the Son Tay raid was the largest prisoner-of-war rescue mission—and indeed, the
largest Army Special Forces operation—of the Vietnam War.
 
During a period when United States troops in Southeast Asia faced guerrilla armies on every side, it has been
little recognized today that America had a superb covert commander of its own, his guerrilla skills honed in
resistance against Japan. This book follows Donald D. Blackburn through both his youthful days of desperate
combat against an Empire, and through his days as a commander, imparting his lessons to the newly realized
ranks of America’s own Army Special Forces.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Furst:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has different
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't desire do
that. You must know how great and also important the book Shadow Commander: The Epic Story of Donald
D. Blackburn-Guerrilla Leader and Special Forces Hero. All type of book could you see on many options.
You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Denise Zimmerman:

The reason? Because this Shadow Commander: The Epic Story of Donald D. Blackburn-Guerrilla Leader
and Special Forces Hero is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item
but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author
who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining
means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or
you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got
such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that
book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Danielle Deguzman:

You can obtain this Shadow Commander: The Epic Story of Donald D. Blackburn-Guerrilla Leader and
Special Forces Hero by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve
difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by
written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just
looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to
get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Sherry Holsey:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With the
book Shadow Commander: The Epic Story of Donald D. Blackburn-Guerrilla Leader and Special Forces
Hero we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must
love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change
your life with that book Shadow Commander: The Epic Story of Donald D. Blackburn-Guerrilla Leader and
Special Forces Hero. You can more attractive than now.
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