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Set against the backdrop of Redwood forests and shimmering vineyards, Seré Prince Halverson's
compelling debut tellsthe story of two women, bound by an unspeakable loss, who each claimsto be
the mother of the same two children.

To EllaBeene, happiness means living in the northern Californiariver town of Elbow with her husband, Joe,
and his two young children. Y et one summer day Joe breaks his own rule-never turn your back on the
ocean-and a sleeper wave strikes him down, drowning not only the man but his many secrets.

For three years, Ella has been the only mother the kids have known and has believed that their biological
mother, Paige, abandoned them. But when Paige shows up at the funeral, intent on reclaiming the children,
Ella soon realizes there may be more to Paige and Joe's story. "Ella's the best thing that's happened to this
family," say her close-knit Italian-American in-laws, for generations the proprietors of alocal market. But
their devotion quickly falters when the custody fight between mother and stepmother urgently and
powerfully collides with Ella's quest for truth.

The Underside of Joy is not afairy-tale version of stepmotherhood pitting good Ella against evil Paige, but
an exploration of the complex relationship of two mothers. Their conflict uncovers a map of scars-both
physical and emotional-to the families deeply buried tragedies, including Italian internment camps during
World War 1l and postpartum psychosis.

Weaving arich fictional tapestry abundantly alive with the glorious natural beauty of the novel's setting,
Halverson is a captivating guide through the flora and fauna of human emotion-grief and anger, shame and
forgiveness, happiness and its shadow complement . . . the underside of joy.
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From reader reviews:
Jennifer Garrison:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get alife style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular The Underside of Joy is kind of
reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

ThomasKrieg:

This book untitled The Underside of Joy to be one of several books that best seller in thisyear, that is
because when you read this guide you can get alot of benefit init. Y ou will easily to buy that book in the
book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Maobile phone. So there is no reason for
you to past this guide from your list.

Guadalupe L eatherman:

The e-book with title The Underside of Joy contains alot of information that you can learn it. You can get a
lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-
book represented the condition of the world currently. That isimportant to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the syndication. Y ou can read the e-
book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Tara Cassdl:

Often the book The Underside of Joy has alot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get alot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some
research before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
looking over this book.
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