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Bitter Fruits of Bondage is the late Armstead L. Robinson’s magnum opus, a controversial history that
explodes orthodoxies on both sides of the historical debate over why the South lost the Civil War.

Recent studies, while conceding the importance of social factors in the unraveling of the Confederacy, still
conclude that the South was defeated as a result of its losses on the battlefield, which in turn resulted largely
from the superiority of Northern military manpower and industrial resources. Robinson contends that these
factors were not decisive, that the process of social change initiated during the birth of Confederate
nationalism undermined the social and cultural foundations of the southern way of life built on slavery,
igniting class conflict that ultimately sapped white southerners of the will to go on.

In particular, simmering tensions between nonslaveholders and smallholding yeoman farmers on the one
hand and wealthy slaveholding planters on the other undermined Confederate solidarity on both the home
front and the battlefield. Through their desire to be free, slaves fanned the flames of discord. Confederate
leaders were unable to reconcile political ideology with military realities, and, as a result, they lost control
over the important Mississippi River Valley during the first two years of the war. The major Confederate
defeats in 1863 at Vicksburg and Missionary Ridge were directly attributable to growing disenchantment
based on class conflict over slavery.

Because the antebellum way of life proved unable to adapt successfully to the rigors of war, the South had to
fight its struggle for nationhood against mounting odds. By synthesizing the results of unparalleled archival
research, Robinson tells the story of how the war and slavery were intertwined, and how internal social
conflict undermined the Confederacy in the end.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Sobel:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Bitter Fruits of Bondage: The Demise of Slavery and the Collapse of the
Confederacy, 1861-1865 (Carter G. Woodson Institute Series).

Clarence Anderson:

This Bitter Fruits of Bondage: The Demise of Slavery and the Collapse of the Confederacy, 1861-1865
(Carter G. Woodson Institute Series) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in
your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside this e-book incredible
fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This particular
Bitter Fruits of Bondage: The Demise of Slavery and the Collapse of the Confederacy, 1861-1865 (Carter G.
Woodson Institute Series) without we realize teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't always be worry Bitter Fruits of Bondage: The Demise of Slavery and the Collapse of the
Confederacy, 1861-1865 (Carter G. Woodson Institute Series) can bring once you are and not make your tote
space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This
Bitter Fruits of Bondage: The Demise of Slavery and the Collapse of the Confederacy, 1861-1865 (Carter G.
Woodson Institute Series) having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

Judith Craig:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Bitter Fruits
of Bondage: The Demise of Slavery and the Collapse of the Confederacy, 1861-1865 (Carter G. Woodson
Institute Series) suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the book
untitled Bitter Fruits of Bondage: The Demise of Slavery and the Collapse of the Confederacy, 1861-1865
(Carter G. Woodson Institute Series)is a single of several books that everyone read now. This book was
inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that
you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can
easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In
order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Tracy Cluck:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their



family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Bitter Fruits of Bondage: The Demise of Slavery and
the Collapse of the Confederacy, 1861-1865 (Carter G. Woodson Institute Series) can be great book to read.
May be it could be best activity to you.
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