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"In the Shadow of the Angel," which has been called Mexico's "Gone with the Wind," takes place during
three transformational decades in Mexican history: 1900-1931, as mirrored by the life of an extraordinary
Mexican woman, Antonieta Rivas Mercado.

The daughter of the architect of Mexico´s famous Independence Monument, popularly known as "The
Angel," Antonieta defied tradition and class to bring change to her country, and paid the price for her
passionate rebellion.

Her roller-coaster life paralleled Mexico´s struggle for national identity: the final decade of a long
dictatorship that ended in the lavish Centennial celebration of 1910; the chaos wrought by ten years of
violent revolution; and the ensuing brutal struggle for power among the Generals who established the social
and political order by which Mexico is governed today.

Brilliant, educated in Europe, heiress to a fortune, Antonieta became both muse and patron to the young
writers, artists and musicians of the 1920s who were eager to join the modern world. 

The "scandalous" Antonieta consorted with the likes of everyone from Diego Rivera, Frida Kahlo, Tina
Modotti, and Garcia Lorca, to bullfighters, Communists and ambassadors.

She dared seek a divorce: her ill-fated marriage to Albert Blair, an Anglo-American who came to Mexico to
fight in the revolution, and her obsession with a homosexual painter became Antonieta´s personal vía crusis .

In 1928 she entered the political arena, championing the cause of womens' voting rights in the campaign of
presidential candidate, José Vasconcelos, with whom she shared a vision of an educated, just and democratic
Mexico.

Committed to their mutual goals, Antonieta devoted her heart and her money to his campaign. Caught in the
vortex of the fraudulent election of 1929, her lover defeated, violence flaring, fortune gone, she kidnapped
her son and fled to Paris.

Though an inspiration to so many, the tired, dispirited woman churned with insecurities and conflicting
emotions. At the age of thirty, Antonieta Rivas Mercado committed suicide in Notre Dame Cathedral.
During Mexico´s Bicentennial celebration in 2010, Antonieta was officially recognized as a primary
promoter of modern Mexican culture.

The President of Mexico, Felipe Calderón, called Antonieta "our national Angel."

Considered a classic in Mexico, "In the Shadow of the Angel" is acclaimed both for its historical and literary
content. The author is married to Antonieta´s son.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Crowe:

Within other case, little people like to read book In The Shadow of the Angel: Three Critical Decades in
Mexico's History. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about
how is important some sort of book In The Shadow of the Angel: Three Critical Decades in Mexico's
History. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you
will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could
open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored
stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Janet Kline:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you
want truly feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The In The Shadow of
the Angel: Three Critical Decades in Mexico's History is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Joan Davis:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This e-book In The Shadow of the Angel: Three Critical Decades in Mexico's
History was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from
a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book
that you just wanted.

Sandra Williams:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book In The Shadow of the Angel: Three Critical
Decades in Mexico's History was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book In
The Shadow of the Angel: Three Critical Decades in Mexico's History has many kinds or category. Start
from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading which.
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