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Nominated for the Association of Third World Studies Toyin Falola Africa book award for 2014.
The sixteen-year-long war in Mozambique between the Frelimo government and Renamo rebels remains one
of the most overlooked and misunderstood of the conflicts that raged across Africa during the height of the
Cold War. While usually viewed as mere sideshow to more high-profile wars in Angola, Rhodesia and
within apartheid South Africa itself, it nonetheless is noteworthy in its complexity, duration and
destructiveness.

Before it was all over in 1992 at least one million Mozambicans would be dead, millions more homeless and
the country lying in ruins. Ultimately Frelimo would get its victory not on the battlefield but rather at the
polling booth in 1994.

Based on more than a decade of meticulous research, a review of thousands of pages of military records and
documents, and dozens of in-depth interviews with political leaders, diplomats, generals, and soldiers and
sailors, this book tells the story of the war from the perspective of those who fought it and lived it. It follows
Renamo's growth from its Rhodesian roots in 1977 as a weapon against Robert Mugabe's Zimbabwean
nationalist guerrillas operating from Mozambique through South African patronage in the early 1980s to
Renamo's evolution as a self-sufficient nationalist insurgency.

In tracing the ebb and flow of the conflict from the rugged mountains and Savannah forests of central
Mozambique across the hot, humid Zambezi River valley and down to the very outskirts of the Mozambican
capital in the far south, it examines the operational strategy of Frelimo and Renamo commanders in the field,
the battles they fought and the lives of their troops. In doing so it highlights personal struggles, each side's
successes and failures, and the missed opportunities to decisively turn the tide of war. Accordingly, this book
provides the first real comprehensive military history of a war too long neglected and under appreciated in
the chronicles of modern African history.

REVIEWS

What emerges from the pages of this erudite book is the definitive account of the Mozambican civil war …
Stephen Emerson’s thoughtful, incisive and highly readable account of the Mozambican civil war is a must
for students, academics and policy-makers who seek to understand Mozambique’s past and future.”

Insights on Africa

"It has been over 20 years since the civil war in Mozambique ended, and a comprehensive
history of what was one of Africa’s deadliest and most destructive conflicts has been overdue.
Stephen Emerson was a defence analyst of southern Africa for the US government during
the war years, and The BATTLE FOR MOZAMBIQUE reflects such an eye.... provides important new
insights into how guerrilla proxies develop their own agency. It also shows how relatively small amounts of



covert support can be decisive in stoking up a proxy war."
Journal of International Affairs Review

particularly good on Renamo and on Zimbabwean military involvement ..."
Mozambique Report (Joseph Hanlon)

Emerson’s account of the war goes a very long way in adding to our understanding of a contentious period in
a fair and dispassionate way and is well worth the effort of reading. The included photographs also present
images of the war’s destruction, but even the words and images cannot do full justice to the lives and
opportunities lost and the vast destruction caused by the war. The rapid economic growth of Mozambique in
the postwar period has been remarkable, but it will take decades to recover the ground lost in the Battle for
Mozambique
Journal of the Middle East and Africa, 5:167–170, 2014

… this book should be read by all “Mozambicanist” researchers and advanced students”

H NET Reviews

"Stephen Emerson has written the definitive work on the war in Mozambique ...It would be an impressive
effort to capture just the fight between these factions vying for control of Mozambique...Emerson goes much
further... The Battle for Mozambique benefits from Emerson's decade of research. It reflects his access ti
formerly classified Rhodesian military documents coupled with the first hand accounts gleaned from
hundreds of hours of interviews with both former Frelimo and former Renamo fighters as well as Rhodesian
and South African military and civilian personnel. The descriptions of operations and battles are graphic and
bring a reality not seen very often... a must read fro anyone seeking to understand the history and challenges
of the African continent.
Naval War College Review, Autumn 2015

“ … The inclusion of new sources and detailed attention to specific aspects of particular engagements,
logistical issues, and military training make this book, despite a few caveats, an engaging and essential read
for those interested in the Mozambican Civil War, and of interest to scholars of Southern African history and
Cold War-era conflicts more generally.” War in History
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From reader reviews:

Patricia White:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important for people. The book The Battle for Mozambique: The Frelimo-Renamo
Struggle, 1977-1992 has been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The book The Battle for Mozambique: The Frelimo-Renamo
Struggle, 1977-1992 is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship
with the book The Battle for Mozambique: The Frelimo-Renamo Struggle, 1977-1992. You never really feel
lose out for everything when you read some books.

Derek McCaleb:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you
can spent 24 hours a day to reading a guide. The book The Battle for Mozambique: The Frelimo-Renamo
Struggle, 1977-1992 it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book.
They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often
the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but
this book provides high quality.

Sheila Rivera:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Battle for Mozambique: The Frelimo-Renamo Struggle, 1977-1992 your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get before. The The Battle for Mozambique: The Frelimo-Renamo Struggle, 1977-
1992 giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful facts
for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will
likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Judy Sigmund:

You can spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This The Battle for Mozambique: The Frelimo-
Renamo Struggle, 1977-1992 is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along
with soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is



make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.
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