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Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade:
1,7, University of Stuttgart (Institut fir Literaturwissenschaft - Neuere Englische Literatur), course: HS Short
Story and Short Story Theory, 14 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: In the following
pages | want to focus on James Thurber’ s famous short story “ The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” which was
first published in 1939 in the magazine The New Y orker. Thurber tells the story of a Walter Mitty, a man
who livesin adream world to escape from the routines and humiliations which he suffersin everyday life.
Today the name “Walter Mitty” also exists in the English language and is used for people who are
daydreaming and not paying attention to the real world. Walter Mitty became an archetypal American figure.
By reason of the structure of the short story and “ Thurber’s own narrative style — economical, lightly ironic,
and wonderfully expressive’ (Holmes 218) it seemsthat this short story can be seen as a garden path story.
The expression “to lead someone up the garden path” means “to deliberately deceive someone”. Manfred
Jahn analysed this short story with respect to his garden path short story theory. Can “ The Secret Life of
Walter Mitty” generally be regarded as a garden path story? What is of particular interest is whether the
reader is misled by Thurber’s narrative technique especialy at the beginning of the story. What are the
reasons for Walter Mitty’ s escapist daydreams and how is Mitty’ s character presented in the story?

Firstly, I will describe the garden path phenomenon and applied to “ The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” | will
analyse the beginning of the short story. In addition, | will name some hints where the reader realises Walter
Mitty’ s various daydream episodes. In the next chapter | will concentrate on the story’ stwo narrative levels.
First of all, | will describe Mitty’s development in the course of his daydreams and then | will take alook on
thereal Walter Mitty. Moreover, | will briefly try to find similarities between James Thurber and Walter
Mitty. Afterwards, James Thurber’ s narrative style and his sense of humour will be presented. The
conclusion will comprise the main points and some suggestions for further discussion.
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From reader reviews:
Carlton Solley:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline James
Thurber's "The Secret Life of Walter Mitty": A garden path short story suitable to you? Typically the book
was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled James Thurber's " The Secret Life of Walter
Mitty": A garden path short storyis the main one of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book
was inspired lots of peoplein the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that
you ever know ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people
can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you awide range of information about this
world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

John Vandorn:

This James Thurber's "The Secret Life of Walter Mitty": A garden path short story is great book for you
because the content which is full of information for you who aways deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can
point out no rambling sentencesinit. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information
init. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having James Thurber's "The Secret Life of Walter Mitty": A garden path short story
in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So, it is good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Mathew Holstein:

Reading a book being new life stylein this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get awide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, these us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The James Thurber's "The Secret Life of Walter Mitty": A garden path short
story will give you a new experience in looking at a book.

Jerry Jackman:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like James Thurber's " The Secret
Life of Walter Mitty": A garden path short story which is getting the e-book version. So, why not try out this



book? Let's find.
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