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A seventeenth-century English traveler to the Eastern Mediterranean would have faced a problem in writing
about this unfamiliar place: how to describe its inhabitants in a way his countrymen would understand? In an
age when a European education meant mastering the Classical literature of Greece and Rome, he would
naturally turn to touchstones like the Iliad to explain the exotic customs of Ottoman lands. His Turk would
have been Homer’s Turk.

An account of epic sweep, spanning the Crusades, the Indian Raj, and the postwar decline of the British
Empire, Homer’s Turk illuminates how English writers of all eras have relied on the Classics to help them
understand the world once called “the Orient.” Ancient Greek and Roman authors, Jerry Toner shows, served
as a conceptual frame of reference over long periods in which trade, religious missions, and imperial
interests shaped English encounters with the East. Rivaling the Bible as a widespread, flexible vehicle of
Western thought, the Classics provided a ready model for portrayal and understanding of the Oriental Other.
Such image-making, Toner argues, persists today in some of the ways the West frames its relationship with
the Islamic world and the rising powers of India and China.

Discussing examples that range from Jacobean travelogues to Hollywood blockbusters, Homer’s Turk proves
that there is no permanent version of either the ancient past or the East in English writing?the two have been
continually reinvented alongside each other.
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Dawkins:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their expertise
in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this Homer's
Turk: How Classics Shaped Ideas of the East.

David Crockett:

Typically the book Homer's Turk: How Classics Shaped Ideas of the East has a lot info on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal
makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point
easily after scanning this book.

Evelyn Spencer:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lots of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare time
coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading textbooks. It
can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read is usually Homer's Turk: How
Classics Shaped Ideas of the East.

Terri Brown:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply because book
has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Homer's Turk: How Classics Shaped Ideas of the East offer you a new experience in examining a book.
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