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*Includes a list of dozens of Emerson's most inspirational quotes.
*Includes pictures of Emerson and important people and places in his life.
*Includes a Bibliography of Emerson's works and books about Emerson for further reading.
"Standing on the bare ground, — my head bathed by the blithe air, and uplifted into infinite space, — all
mean egotism vanishes. I become a transparent eye-ball; I am nothing; I see all; the currents of the Universal
Being circulate through me; I am part or particle of God." – Ralph Waldo Emerson
A lot of ink has been spilled covering the lives of history’s most influential figures, but how much of the
forest is lost for the trees? In Charles River Editors’ American Legends series, readers can get caught up to
speed on the lives of America’s most important men and women in the time it takes to finish a commute,
while learning interesting facts long forgotten or never known.
In the mid-19th century, Romantic literature was still in full bloom across the West, but some American
authors began producing literature that, while still Romantic, was unique enough to be considered a different
genre. This new genre, Transcendentalism, focused on the spirituality of the self and nature, not rejecting
religion outright but concentrating on pragmatism and the importance of individuals as the spiritual center of
the cosmos. In addition to drawing upon the Age of Enlightenment, Transcendentalist authors also utilized
the philosophy of Plato, who taught that self-fulfillment through attaining knowledge should be an
individual’s ultimate goal.
The leader of Transcendentalism and the man who ushered the movement’s practices and literature was
Ralph Waldo Emerson (1802-1883), one of America’s most famous writers and speakers. Whereas Romantic
literature typically took the form of poetry, novels and short stories, much of Emerson’s writings disregarded
those traditional structures and were written as essays. Emerson initiated Transcendentalism with the
publishing of his essay Nature in 1836, which espoused the virtues of nature and the interconnectedness of
all life in nature. With his focus on the environment and natural history, Emerson became the first major
American writer whose work was not influenced in any way by European literature.
But Emerson didn’t just write Transcendentalist literature; he practiced what he preached. Now at the
forefront of a movement, Emerson established group meetings, gave a series of lectures, and helped produce
a Transcendentalist publication in the 1840s, which included his famous essay Self-Reliance. As Emerson’s
movement and stature grew, he befriended other authors, including Nathaniel Hawthorne, Louisa May
Alcott, and Henry David Thoreau, who became his greatest protégé. Thoreau in particular took a keen
interest in the idea of getting in touch with nature, writing in Walden, “Most of the luxuries and many of the
so-called comforts of life are not only not indispensable, but positive hindrances to the elevation of
mankind."
American Legends: The Life of Ralph Waldo Emerson looks at the life and work of Emerson and the
movement he helped lead. Along with pictures, you will learn about Ralph Waldo Emerson like you never
have before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Fischer:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
really feel happy read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the American
Legends: The Life of Ralph Waldo Emerson is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Nathan Weaver:

The book untitled American Legends: The Life of Ralph Waldo Emerson is the reserve that recommended to
you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The language that
publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of analysis when
write the book, so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get
the e-book of American Legends: The Life of Ralph Waldo Emerson from the publisher to make you a lot
more enjoy free time.

Joseph Myrick:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a e-book. The book American Legends: The Life of Ralph Waldo Emerson it is quite
good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore
easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high
quality.

Josie Garcia:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something
by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this
American Legends: The Life of Ralph Waldo Emerson.
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