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This book explores the mythology woven around the Soviet secret police and the Russian cult of state
security that has emerged from it.

Tracing the history of this mythology from the Soviet period through to its revival in contemporary post-
Soviet Russia, the volume argues that successive Russian regimes have sponsored a ‘cult’ of state security,
whereby security organs are held up as something to be worshipped. The book approaches the history of this
cult as an ongoing struggle to legitimise and sacralise the Russian state security apparatus, and to negotiate
its violent and dramatic past. It explores the ways in which, during the Soviet period, this mythology sought
to make the existence of the most radically intrusive and powerful secret police in history appear ‘natural’. It
also documents the contemporary post-Soviet re-emergence of the cult of state security, examining the ways
in which elements of the old Soviet mythology have been revised and reclaimed as the cornerstone of a new
state ideology.

The Russian cult of state security is of ongoing contemporary relevance, and is crucial for understanding not
only the tragedies of Russia’s twentieth-century history, but also the ambiguities of Russia’s post-Soviet
transition, and the current struggle to define Russia’s national identity and future development. The book
examines the ways in which contemporary Russian life continues to be shaped by the legacy of Soviet
attitudes to state-society relations, as expressed in the reconstituted cult of state security. It investigates the
shadow which the figure of the secret policeman continues to cast over Russia today.

The book will be of great interest to students of modern Russian history and politics, intelligence studies and
security studies, as well as readers with an interest in the KGB and its successors.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Ginter:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or info even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Russia and the Cult of State
Security: The Chekist Tradition, From Lenin to Putin is our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Shirley Parker:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read
one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Russia and the Cult of State Security:
The Chekist Tradition, From Lenin to Putin is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Melvin Smith:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Russia and the Cult of State Security: The Chekist
Tradition, From Lenin to Putin, you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it?
What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh
come on its named reading friends.

Susan Gaier:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This specific Russia and the Cult of State Security: The Chekist
Tradition, From Lenin to Putin can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have
factor that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing
more than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Russia and the Cult of State
Security: The Chekist Tradition, From Lenin to Putin.
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