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A fascinating illustrated history of one of the strangest, and cruelest, cultural institutions ever devised. A
worldwide best seller, translated into twenty-five languages.

“I was born in a konak (old house), which once was the harem of a pasha,” writes Alev Lytle Croutier.
“People around me often whispered things about harems; my own grandmother and her sister had been
brought up in one.”

Drawing on a host of firsthand accounts and memoirs, as well as her own family history, Croutier explores
life in the world’s harems, from the Middle Ages to the early twentieth century, focusing on the fabled
Seraglio of Topkapi Palace as a paradigm for them all. We enter the slave markets and the lavish boudoirs of
the sultanas; we witness the daily routines of the odalisques, and of the eunuchs who guarded the harem.
Here, too, we learn of the labyrinthine political scheming among the sultan’s wives, his favorites, and the
valide sultana—the sultan’s mother—whose power could eclipse that of the sultan himself.

There were the harems of the sultans and the pashas, but there were also “middle-class” harems, the
households in which ordinary men and women lived out ordinary—albeit polygamous—lives. Croutier
reveals their marital customs, child-rearing practices, and superstitions. Finally, she shows how this Eastern
institution invaded the European imagination—in the form of decoration, costume, and art—and how
Western ideas, in turn, finally eroded a system that had seemed eternal. Juxtaposing a rich array of
illustrations—Western paintings, Turkish and Persian miniatures, family photographs, and even film
stills—Croutier demystifies the Western erotic fantasy of “the world behind the veil.” This revised and
updated 25th anniversary edition of Harem includes a new introduction by the author, revisiting her subject
in light of recent events in Turkey, and the world.
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From reader reviews:

Lucy Fletcher:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Harem: The
World Behind the Veil? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your
time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you
have additional opinion?

Wanda Leopard:

This Harem: The World Behind the Veil book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is
in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this publication
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This
kind of Harem: The World Behind the Veil without we realize teach the one who looking at it become
critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry Harem: The World Behind the Veil can bring any time
you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your
lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Harem: The World Behind the Veil having very good arrangement in
word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Jo Melvin:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Harem: The World Behind the Veil book is readable simply by you who hate
the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding Harem: The World
Behind the Veil content conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking Harem: The
World Behind the Veil is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Eric Reynolds:

The book Harem: The World Behind the Veil will bring someone to the new experience of reading any book.
The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very
appropriate to you. The book Harem: The World Behind the Veil is much recommended to you to study.
You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.
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