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Antonia Fraser’s Perilous Question is a dazzling re-creation of the tempestuous two-year period in Britain’s
history leading up to the passing of the Great Reform Bill in 1832, a narrative which at times reads like a
political thriller.

The era, beginning with the accession of William IV, is evoked in the novels of Trollope and Thackeray, and
described by the young Charles Dickens as a cub reporter. It is lit with notable characters. The reforming
heroes are the Whig aristocrats led by Lord Grey, members of the richest and most landed cabinet in history
yet determined to bring liberty, which would whittle away their own power, to the country. The all-too-
conservative opposition was headed by the Duke of Wellington, supported by the intransigent Queen
Adelaide, with hereditary memories of the French Revolution. Finally, there were revolutionaries, like
William Cobbett, the author of Rural Rides, the radical tailor Francis Place, and Thomas Attwood of
Birmingham, the charismatic orator. The contest often grew violent. There were urban riots put down by
soldiers and agricultural riots led by the mythical Captain Swing.

The underlying grievance was the fate of the many disfranchised people. They were ignored by a medieval
system of electoral representation that gave, for example, no votes to those who lived in the new industrial
cities of Manchester, Leeds, Sheffield, and Birmingham, while allocating two parliamentary representatives
to a village long since fallen into the sea and, most notoriously, Old Sarum, a green mound in a field. Lord
John Russell, a Whig minister, said long afterwards that it was the only period when he genuinely felt
popular revolution threatened the country. The Duke of Wellington declared intractably in November 1830
that “The beginning of reform is the beginning of revolution.” So it seemed that disaster must fall on the
British Parliament, or the monarchy, or both.

The question was: Could a rotten system reform itself in time? On June 7, 1832, the date of the extremely
reluctant royal assent by William IV to the Great Reform Bill, it did. These events led to a total change in the
way Britain was governed, and set the stage for its growth as the world’s most successful industrial power;
admired, among other things, for its traditions of good governance—a two-year revolution that Antonia
Fraser brings to vivid dramatic life.
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From reader reviews:

Ana Gaskill:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other
is high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Perilous Question: Reform or
Revolution? Britain on the Brink, 1832 book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book
is usually more than just a book.

Michael Albright:

This book untitled Perilous Question: Reform or Revolution? Britain on the Brink, 1832 to be one of several
books which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto
it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

Mary Adam:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of
activity do you possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is definitely Perilous Question: Reform or Revolution? Britain on the Brink, 1832.

Ronald Tanaka:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for
you is Perilous Question: Reform or Revolution? Britain on the Brink, 1832 this e-book consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.
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