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English is one of the most complicated languages to learn, and its constantly evolving vocabulary certainly
doesn’t help matters. For centuries, men and women have striven to chronicle and categorize the expressions
of the English language, and Samuel Johnson is usually thought to be their original predecessor. But that
lineage is wrong: Robert Cawdrey published his Table Alphabeticall in 1604, 149 years before Johnson’s
tome, and it is now republished here for the first time in over 350 years.

            This edition, prepared from the sole surviving copy of the first printing, documents Cawdrey’s
fascinating selection of 2,543 words and their first-ever definitions. Cawdrey subtitled his dictionary “for the
benefit of Ladies, Gentlewomen, and other unskilled folk,” for his aim was not to create a comprehensive
catalog, but rather an in-depth guide for the lesser educated who might not know the “hard usual English
wordes, borrowed from the Hebrew, Greeke, Latine, or French.” Each entry reveals an intriguing facet of
early modern life and the cultural mores of the time. There are familiar terms—“geometrie” was defined as
“the art of measuring the earth,” and a “concubine” was described as a “harlot, or light huswife”—and
amusingly idiomatic definitions: "prodigall" is "too riotous in spending," while "hecticke" is "inflaming the
hart, and soundest parts of the bodie.”

            John Simpson, chief editor of the Oxford English Dictionary, contributes an insightful introduction
that recounts the eventful life of Robert Cawdrey and his mission to become the first English lexicographer.
A treasure-trove of linguistic oddity and history for the bibliophile, budding lexicographer, or obsessive
Scrabble player, The First English Dictionary, 1604 reveals the roots of our language in all its eccentric
glory.
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From reader reviews:

Ruby Pritchett:

With other case, little men and women like to read book The First English Dictionary 1604: Robert
Cawdrey's A Table Alphabeticall. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we
know about how is important any book The First English Dictionary 1604: Robert Cawdrey's A Table
Alphabeticall. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In
this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it
when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Carla Spiegel:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the book untitled The First English Dictionary 1604: Robert Cawdrey's A
Table Alphabeticall can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

John Moore:

This The First English Dictionary 1604: Robert Cawdrey's A Table Alphabeticall is great e-book for you
because the content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can claim
no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having The First English Dictionary 1604: Robert Cawdrey's A Table Alphabeticall in
your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Jeffrey Channell:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
ok you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The First English
Dictionary 1604: Robert Cawdrey's A Table Alphabeticall which is getting the e-book version. So , try out



this book? Let's view.
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