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A memoir in paintings and words by internationally acclaimed illustrator, author, and teacher James
McMullan.

A Booklist Top 10 Biography for Youth

“It is this dreamlike quality of my memories that I wanted to capture in some way in the paintings that
accompany the text--to suggest in the images that the events occurred a long time ago in a simpler yet more
exotic world, and that the players in that world, including me, are at a distance.”

Artist James McMullan’s work has appeared in the pages of virtually every American magazine, on the
posters for more than seventy Lincoln Center theater productions, and in bestselling picture books. Now, in a
unique memoir comprising more than fifty short essays and illustrations, the artist explores how his early
childhood in China and wartime journeys with his mother influenced his whole life, especially his painting
and illustration.

James McMullan was born in Tsingtao, North China, in 1934, the grandson of missionaries who settled
there. As a little boy, Jim took for granted a privileged life of household servants, rickshaw rides, and picnics
on the shore—until World War II erupted and life changed drastically. Jim’s father, a British citizen fluent in
several Chinese dialects, joined the Allied forces. For the next several years, Jim and his mother moved from
one place to another—Shanghai, San Francisco, Vancouver, Darjeeling—first escaping Japanese occupation
then trying to find security, with no clear destination except the unpredictable end of the war. For Jim, those
ever-changing years took on the quality of a dream, sometimes a nightmare, a feeling that persists in the
stunning full-page, full-color paintings that along with their accompanying text tell the story of Leaving
China.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Ayala:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the publication untitled Leaving China: An Artist Paints His World War II
Childhood can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Sandra Alexander:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Leaving China: An Artist Paints His World War II
Childhood why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Dana Register:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Leaving China: An
Artist Paints His World War II Childhood which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
view.

Joseph Wilds:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Leaving China: An Artist
Paints His World War II Childhood can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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