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Is pleasure a rotten idea, mired in negativity and lack, which should be abandoned in favor of a new concept
of desire? Or is desire itself fundamentally a matter of lack, absence, and loss? This is one of the crucial
issues dividing the work of Gilles Deleuze and Jacques Lacan, two of the most formidable figures of postwar
French thought. Though the encounter with psychoanalysis deeply marked Deleuze's work, we are yet to
have a critical account of the very different postures he adopted toward psychoanalysis, and especially
Lacanian theory, throughout his career. In The Trouble with Pleasure, Aaron Schuster tackles this tangled
relationship head on. The result is neither a Lacanian reading of Deleuze nor a Deleuzian reading of Lacan
but rather a systematic and comparative analysis that identifies concerns common to both thinkers and their
ultimately incompatible ways of addressing them. Schuster focuses on drive and desire -- the strange,
convoluted relationship of human beings to the forces that move them from within -- "the trouble with
pleasure."

Along the way, Schuster offers his own engaging and surprising conceptual analyses and inventive
examples. In the "Critique of Pure Complaint" he provides a philosophy of complaining, ranging from
Freud's theory of neurosis to Spinoza's intellectual complaint of God and the Deleuzian great complaint.
Schuster goes on to elaborate, among other things, a theory of love as "mutually compatible symptoms"; an
original philosophical history of pleasure, including a hypothetical Heideggerian treatise and a Platonic
theory of true pleasure; and an exploration of the 1920s "literature of the death drive," including Thomas
Mann, Italo Svevo, and Blaise Cendrars.
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From reader reviews:

Arlene Martin:

The feeling that you get from The Trouble with Pleasure: Deleuze and Psychoanalysis (Short Circuits) will
be the more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but The Trouble with Pleasure: Deleuze and
Psychoanalysis (Short Circuits) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific
way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-
known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for
having this particular The Trouble with Pleasure: Deleuze and Psychoanalysis (Short Circuits) instantly.

Kristy Douglas:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book
entitled The Trouble with Pleasure: Deleuze and Psychoanalysis (Short Circuits) your thoughts will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up
your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one application form
conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get previous to. The The Trouble with Pleasure: Deleuze
and Psychoanalysis (Short Circuits) giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind but
also giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing
pattern the following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a
casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Jennifer Pittman:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe
you answer might be The Trouble with Pleasure: Deleuze and Psychoanalysis (Short Circuits) why because
the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick
up this book.

Sheri Williams:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Trouble with Pleasure:
Deleuze and Psychoanalysis (Short Circuits) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this



book? Let's view.
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