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Making it in Hell, says Bruce Jackson, is the spirit behind the sixty-five work songs gathered in this eloquent
dispatch from a brutal era of prison life in the Deep South. Through engagingly documented song
arrangements and profiles of their singers, Jackson shows how such pieces as "Hammer Ring," "Ration
Blues," "Yellow Gal," and "Jody's Got My Wife and Gone" are like no other folk music forms: they are
distinctly African in heritage, diminished in power and meaning outside their prison context, and used
exclusively by black convicts.

The songs helped workers through the rigors of cane cutting, logging, and cotton picking. Perhaps most
important, they helped resolve the men's hopes and longings and allowed them a subtle outlet for grievances
they could never voice when face-to-face with their jailers.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Reid:

The book Wake Up Dead Man: Hard Labor and Southern Blues can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book
Wake Up Dead Man: Hard Labor and Southern Blues? A number of you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other;
you could share all of these. Book Wake Up Dead Man: Hard Labor and Southern Blues has simple shape
but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by
available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Marsha Cox:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Wake Up Dead Man: Hard
Labor and Southern Blues book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this
book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Lena Stubbs:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Wake Up Dead
Man: Hard Labor and Southern Blues suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer
in this era. Often the book untitled Wake Up Dead Man: Hard Labor and Southern Bluesis the main one of
several books in which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the
world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this
publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Christopher Jorge:

The guide with title Wake Up Dead Man: Hard Labor and Southern Blues has a lot of information that you
can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u
to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the glowbal
growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.
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