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Spanning more than half a century, from the years preceding the Holocaust through the Nazi defeat, the rise
of Communism, and the fall of the Berlin Wall on to the present day, here are the remarkable stories of five
families whose very survival tells us much about the fragile culture of Jewish life in Eastern Europe. A West
German cantor and concentration camp survivor crosses the Berlin Wall to minister to Jews in East Berlin. A
prominent Berlin family clings to its Communist ideals even after the end of the Cold War. In Hungary a
rabbi turns dissident when Communist-controlled Jewish leaders dismiss him. Young citizens of Prague,
Warsaw, and Budapest find renewed faith as they uncover a secret heritage buried in the rubble of war. A
Polish Catholic woman, a friend to many Jews, discovers a liberating truth about her heritage. Weaving
together these stories of old and young, disenchanted and enthusiastic, this luminous cultural group portrait
takes us deep into the still-dark soul of Eastern Europe, where we emerge-profoundly moved, and cautiously
optimistic about the religious rebirth that is taking place there.

• Author is the recipient of the National Jewish Book Award and the Present Tense/American Jewish
Committee Award
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From reader reviews:

Diana Saffold:

The book A Hole in the Heart of the World: Being Jewish in Eastern Europe make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when
you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book A
Hole in the Heart of the World: Being Jewish in Eastern Europe to be your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know
everything if you like open up and read a publication A Hole in the Heart of the World: Being Jewish in
Eastern Europe. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals.
So , how do you think about this e-book?

Cindy Moats:

Why? Because this A Hole in the Heart of the World: Being Jewish in Eastern Europe is an unordinary book
that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret
that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome
way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will
go to the guide store hurriedly.

Roderick Grubb:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or
real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this A Hole in the Heart of the World: Being Jewish in
Eastern Europe can make you experience more interested to read.

James Koenig:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning



something by book. Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these
claims A Hole in the Heart of the World: Being Jewish in Eastern Europe.
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