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The following pages were not in the first instance written to prove the divinity of the Catholic Religion,
though ultimately they furnish a positive argument in its behalf, but to explain certain difficulties in its
history, felt before now by the author himself, and commonly insisted on by Protestants in controversy, as
serving to blunt the force of its primâ facie and general claims on our recognition. However beautiful and
promising that Religion is in theory, its history, we are told, is its best refutation; the inconsistencies, found
age after age in its teaching, being as patent as the simultaneous contrarieties of religious opinion manifest in
the High, Low, and Broad branches of the Church of England. In reply to this specious objection, it is
maintained in this Essay that, granting that some large variations of teaching in its long course of 1800 years
exist, nevertheless, these, on examination, will be found to arise from the nature of the case, and to proceed
on a law, and with a harmony and a definite drift, and with an analogy to Scripture revelations, which,
instead of telling to their disadvantage, actually constitute an argument in their favour, as witnessing to a
superintending Providence and a great Design in the mode and in the circumstances of their occurrence.
Perhaps his confidence in the truth and availableness of this view has sometimes led the author to be careless
and over-liberal in his concessions to Protestants of historical fact. If this be so anywhere, he begs the reader
in such cases to understand him as speaking hypothetically, and in the sense of an argumentum ad hominem
and à fortiori. Nor is such hypothetical reasoning out of place in a publication which is addressed, not to
theologians, but to those who as yet are not even Catholics, and who, as they read history, would scoff at any
defence of Catholic doctrine which did not go the length of covering admissions in matters of fact as broad
as those which are here ventured on. In this new Edition of the Essay various important alterations have been
made in the arrangement of its separate parts, and some, not indeed in its matter, but in its text. February 2,
1878.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Deal:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Essay on the Development of Christian Doctrine: An essay on the development
of christian doctrine.

Irene Howe:

The reason? Because this Essay on the Development of Christian Doctrine: An essay on the development of
christian doctrine is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it
will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the
book in such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still
convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I
were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Cristen Washington:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet.
Every year seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Essay on the Development of Christian Doctrine: An
essay on the development of christian doctrine was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a
new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era
like now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Tara Reynolds:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims Essay on the Development
of Christian Doctrine: An essay on the development of christian doctrine.
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