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Self-taught photographer Clarence John Laughlin (1905-85) spent most of his career in and around New
Orleans. Dubbed "Edgar Allan Poe with a camera," Laughlin and his haunting images capture -- like nothing
before or since -- the weathered elegance and dreamy decadence of Louisianas buildings, streets, and
cemeteries.Â After experimenting with photography in the early 1930s, Laughlin devoted himself to the
medium in 1935 and had his first showing a year later. In 1948 his book on Louisiana's plantation
architecture, Ghosts Along the Mississippi, vaulted him into the pantheon of great American photographers.
He continued photographing actively until 1967, and lectured and wrote until his death in 1985. Over the
course of his lengthy career, Laughlin produced more than 17,000 negatives and a large collection of
writings on the art of photography. This stunning volume brings together 65 of Laughlin's characteristic
images, both classic and unpublished -- an eerie gallery of French quarter facades and ironwork, funerary
sculpture, Spanish moss, and other details that summon up Louisiana gothic. Accompanied by selections
from Laughlin's various writings and letters, as well as essays by eight distinguished writersJon Kukla, John
H. Lawrence, Andrei Codrescu, Ellen Gilchrist, Shirley Ann Grau, Jonathan Williams, Albert Belisle Davis,
and John Wood --- Haunter of Ruins is the only book currently available on this incomparable American
original. Haunter of Ruins was chosen as a winner in the General Trade Illustrated Book Category by
Bookbuilders of Boston.
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From reader reviews:

Eunice Bourque:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Haunter of Ruins: The Photography of Clarence John Laughlin.

Andre Rosier:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Haunter of Ruins: The Photography of Clarence
John Laughlin. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about
how is important any book Haunter of Ruins: The Photography of Clarence John Laughlin. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you
can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple
issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by
internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Patricia Glover:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Haunter of Ruins: The Photography of
Clarence John Laughlin can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
guides have than the others?

Maureen Smiley:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is referred to as of book
Haunter of Ruins: The Photography of Clarence John Laughlin. You'll be able to your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most
crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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