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Prior to the late 19th century, most Americans viewed dining as a unitarian duty characterized by common
""meat and potato"" dishes and complemented by little, if any, polite conversation. With the boom in
industrialism and the sudden growth of the middle class in the 1880s, America's interest in social etiquette
rose dramatically. Consisting of two separate publications - ""The Ladies' Handbook and Household
Assistant"" (1886) and ""Short Hints on Social Etiquette"" (1887) - ""The Ladies' Etiquette Handbook"" can
be read as a testament to the growing division between social classes and, at the same time, as a reflection of
the middle class' overwhelming desire to cross social lines through the graces of fine etiquette. Written by a
Methodist women's church group in Manchester, New Hampshire, ""The Ladies' Handbook and Household
Assistant"" provides advice on subjects such as church etiquette and the proper handling of cutlery as well as
recipes for the socially active household. ""Short Hints on Social Etiquette"", published as a promotional
piece by a Philadelphia soap manufacturer - including descriptions of lavish meals, advice on proper word
pronunciation, and illustrations of tasteful calling cards - strives to bring ""aristocratic"" values into the
""republican"" home. The foreword by Kenneth Cmiel, professor of history at the University of Iowa,
provides an overview of the historic and social trends leading up to the publication of both handbooks and
traces the creation and ultimate development of modern social etiquette.
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From reader reviews:

James Jean:

The book The Ladies' Etiquette Handbook: The Importance of Being Refined in the 1880s can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book The
Ladies' Etiquette Handbook: The Importance of Being Refined in the 1880s? A number of you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that,
you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Ladies' Etiquette Handbook: The
Importance of Being Refined in the 1880s has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Elaine Roberts:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of many ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read
this The Ladies' Etiquette Handbook: The Importance of Being Refined in the 1880s, it is possible to tells
your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a
guide.

Daniel Padilla:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be the
book untitled The Ladies' Etiquette Handbook: The Importance of Being Refined in the 1880s can be very
good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Michael Walsh:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying The Ladies' Etiquette Handbook:
The Importance of Being Refined in the 1880s that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by
simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to



know world a great deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that
reading practice only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person.
So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick The Ladies' Etiquette
Handbook: The Importance of Being Refined in the 1880s become your own personal starter.
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