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This major new book provides a concise history of optical media from Renaissance linear perspective to late
twentieth-century computer graphics. Kittler begins by looking at European painting since the Renaissance
in order to discern the principles according to which modern optical perception was organized. He also
discusses the development of various mechanical devices, such as the camera obscura and the laterna
magica, which were closely connected to the printing press and which played a pivotal role in the media war
between the Reformation and the Counter-Reformation.

After examining this history, Kittler then addresses the ways in which images were first stored and made to
move, through the development of photography and film. He discusses the competitive relationship between
photography and painting as well as between film and theater, as innovations like the Baroque proscenium or
"picture-frame" stage evolved from elements that would later constitute cinema. The central question,
however, isthe impact of film on the ancient monopoly of writing, asit not only provoked new forms of
competition for novelists but also fundamentally altered the status of books. In the final section, Kittler
examines the development of electrical telecommunications and electronic image processing from television
to computer simulations.

In short, this book provides a comprehensive introduction to the history of image production that is
indispensable for anyone wishing to understand the prevailing audiovisual conditions of contemporary
culture.
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From reader reviews:
Michael Durkin:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by examining books. It isagood choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual isyou don't know what one you should start with. This Optical Mediais our recommendation so
you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Jon Harrill:

This Optical Mediatend to be reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why
of this Optical Media can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just
simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your before knowledge.
This book is actually handy, you can bring it al over the place and whenever your conditionsin e-book and
printed kinds. Beside that this Optical Media forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task. So, let's haveit and
luxuriate in reading.

Gina Dana:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are alot of reasons why people loveit. First reading a publication will give you alot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of various waysto
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Optical Media, you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Y our
knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Stephanie Armstrong:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Optical Media or maybe others sources
were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more.
Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are helping them to
include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Optical Mediato
make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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