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In the tiny Russian province of Kalmykia, obsession with chess has reached new heights. Its leader, a
charismatic and eccentric millionaire/ex--car salesman named Kirsan Ilyumzhinov, is a former chess prodigy
and the most recent president of FIDE, the world's controlling chess body. Despite credible allegations of his
involvement in drug running, embezzlement, and murder, the impoverished Kalmykian people have rallied
around their leader's obsession---chess is played on Kalmykian prime-time television and is compulsory in
Kalmykian schools. In addition, Kalmyk women have been known to alter their traditional costumes of
pillbox hats and satin gowns to include chessboard-patterned sashes.

The Chess Artist is both an intellectual journey and first-rate travel writing dedicated to the love of chess and
all of its related oddities, writer and chess enthusiast J. C. Hallman explores the obsessive hold chess exerts
on its followers by examining the history and evolution of the game and the people who dedicate their lives
to it. Together with his friend Glenn Umstead, an African-American chessmaster who is arguably as chess
obsessed as Ilyumzhinov, Hallman tours New York City's legendary chess district, crashes a Princeton Math
Department game party, challenges a convicted murderer to a chess match in prison, and travels to
Kalmykia, where they are confronted with members of the Russian intelligence service, beautiful translators
who may be spies, seven-year-old chess prodigies, and the sad blight of a land struggling toward capitalism.

In the tradition of The Professor and the Madman, Longitude, and The Orchid Thief, Hallman transforms an
obsessive quest for obscure things into a compulsively readable and entertaining weaving of travelogue,
journalism, and chess history.
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From reader reviews:

Toni Bays:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This The Chess Artist: Genius, Obsession, and
the World's Oldest Game is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

David Veal:

This book untitled The Chess Artist: Genius, Obsession, and the World's Oldest Game to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit
onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Hae Hughes:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent
the whole day to reading a book. The book The Chess Artist: Genius, Obsession, and the World's Oldest
Game it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund
but this book offers high quality.

Douglas Wyss:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. On this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the The Chess Artist: Genius, Obsession, and the World's Oldest Game when you essential it?
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