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The Harlem Renaissance was a cultural awakening among African Americans between the two world wars.
It was the cultural phase of the "New Negro" movement, a social and political phenomenon that promoted a
proud racial identity, economic independence, and progressive politics.

In this Very Short Introduction, Cheryl A. Wall captures the Harlem Renaissance's zeitgeist by identifying
issues and strategies that engaged writers, musicians, and visual artists alike. She introduces key figures such
as Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, Claude McKay, and Jean Toomer, along with such signature texts
as "Mother to Son," "Harlem Shadows," and Cane. In examining the "New Negro," she looks at the art of
photographer James Van der Zee and painters Archibald Motley and Laura Wheeler and the way Marita
Bonner, Jessie Fauset, and Nella Larsen explored the dilemmas of gender identity for New Negro women.
Focusing on Harlem as a cultural capital, Wall covers theater in New York, where black musicals were
produced on Broadway almost every year during the 1920s. She also depicts Harlem nightlife with its rent
parties and clubs catering to working class blacks, wealthy whites, and gays of both races, and the movement
of Renaissance artists to Paris.

From Hughes's "The Negro Speaks of Rivers" to W.E.B. Du Bois's novel Dark Princess, black Americans
explored their relationship to Africa. Many black American intellectuals met African intellectuals in Paris,
where they made common cause against European colonialism and race prejudice. Folklore - spirituals,
stories, sermons, and dance - was considered raw material that the New Negro artist could alchemize into art.
Consequently, they applauded the performance of spirituals on the concert stage by artists like Roland Hayes
and Paul Robeson. The Harlem Renaissance left an indelible mark not only on African American visual and
performing arts, but, as Cheryl Wall shows, its legacies are all around us.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Chandler:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Harlem Renaissance: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Greg Little:

Why? Because this The Harlem Renaissance: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving your ability
and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go
to the guide store hurriedly.

Bryce Adams:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the
top list in your reading list is usually The Harlem Renaissance: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Patrick Allen:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
So , this The Harlem Renaissance: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can make you sense
more interested to read.
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