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When does democracy work well, and why? Is democracy the best form of government? These questions are
of supreme importance today as the United States seeks to promote its democratic values abroad. Democracy
and Knowledge is the first book to look to ancient Athens to explain how and why directly democratic
government by the people produces wealth, power, and security.

Combining a history of Athens with contemporary theories of collective action and rational choice developed
by economists and political scientists, Josiah Ober examines Athenian democracy's unique contribution to
the ancient Greek city-state's remarkable success, and demonstrates the valuable lessons Athenian political
practices hold for us today. He argues that the key to Athens's success lay in how the city-state managed and
organized the aggregation and distribution of knowledge among its citizens. Ober explores the institutional
contexts of democratic knowledge management, including the use of social networks for collecting
information, publicity for building common knowledge, and open access for lowering transaction costs. He
explains why a government's attempt to dam the flow of information makes democracy stumble. Democratic
participation and deliberation consume state resources and social energy. Yet as Ober shows, the benefits of
a well-designed democracy far outweigh its costs.

Understanding how democracy can lead to prosperity and security is among the most pressing political
challenges of modern times. Democracy and Knowledge reveals how ancient Greek politics can help us
transcend the democratic dilemmas that confront the world today.
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From reader reviews:

Paulette Stoneman:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person
who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult
problem or exercise. Well, probably you should have this Democracy and Knowledge: Innovation and
Learning in Classical Athens.

Joshua West:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the information about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this
Democracy and Knowledge: Innovation and Learning in Classical Athens.

Anne Bonk:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is actually Democracy and Knowledge: Innovation and Learning in Classical Athens.

Edward Carroll:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Democracy and Knowledge: Innovation
and Learning in Classical Athens can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and
so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what
these ebooks have than the others?
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