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Who first introduced Manolo Blahnik to Americans: Vogue, or a canny buyer at Bendel’s? Where under one
roof can shoppers find Chanel, Yves Saint Laurent, Prada, and Hermès? Here are the great retail
palaces—from Harrods to Barneys to Galeries Lafayette—where shoppers spend their day in opulent
settings, drifting from cosmetics to shoes, stopping for lunch, the hairdresser, and endless temptations along
the way. With photographs and ephemera from all over the world, this lavish book goes beyond in-store
extravaganzas to the history of these consumer institutions, the personalities behind them, their vast range of
goods, unique architecture, advertising, and associated sociological trends. With perfumed air and
chandeliers, department stores have lured millions for over a century with that enticing, dizzying sense that
no matter how much you already have, there is always more.

Praise for The World of Department Stores:

“Since my visits as a child to La Opera Department Store in Santo Domingo, I have believed that the best
department stores are merchants not of clothing or shoes or cosmetics but of dreams. Whitaker’s book is a
remarkable around-the-world look at these dream factories. It is an invaluable resource to anyone interested
in the business of retailing and to shoppers everywhere.”—Oscar de la Renta

“The World of Department Stores is essential reading for anyone who wants to understand the foundations of
the urban experience in the West and the department store as the ultimate expression of the needs of the
rising middle class and its tastes.” —Leonard Lauder, Chairman Emeritus, The Estée Lauder Companies Inc.
 
“I have nothing but good memories about the many department stores that played an important part in my
business, [and] I warmly welcome the publication of this wonderful and unique book on department stores
throughout the world.” —Hubert de Givenchy

"The birth of the department store in the late 19th century brought everything glamorous together under one
roof—from inviting, intelligent architecture and design to the latest fashions. Jan Whitaker's The World of
Department Stores looks back to the biggest and brightest shops—
including the belle epoque splendor of Paris's Bon Marché, the block-long, palatial GUM in Moscow; and
the always outrageous holiday windows at Barneys New York." –Elle Décor

"In photos and art, this visual feast details the extraordinary history of the world's "great retail palaces" from
the past century. With authoritative and informative text." -Sacramento Bee

"Illustrated with photos of window displays, catalog covers and the Gilded Age architecture of institutions
from Philadelphia’s long-gone Wanamaker’s to Paris’s still-strong La Samaritaine, The World of Department
Stores makes a worthwhile gift for the history, sociology or shopping buff on your list. " -Washington Post
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From reader reviews:

Boris Hansen:

This book untitled World of Department Stores to be one of several books that will best seller in this year,
here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that
book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no
reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

William Jimenes:

The actual book World of Department Stores will bring you to the new experience of reading any book. The
author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book very
acceptable to you. The book World of Department Stores is much recommended to you to see. You can also
get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Richard Burnett:

This World of Department Stores is great publication for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This specific
book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences
inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you
straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having World of
Department Stores in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single.
We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do
that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Sonia Cote:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This publication World of Department Stores was filled in relation to science.
Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has distinct
feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read
a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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